
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

29 JAN 1991
IN REPLY REFER TO:

GB-8010
CN-9200145

Honorable Christopher J. Dodd
United States Senator
Putnam Park
100 Great Meadow Road
Wethersfield. Connecticut 06109

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED RECEIVED

FEB , t 1992

Dear Senator Dodd: Federal Communicllliol- CommisIion
Office of the StcrItBry

Thank you for your request that the Cam-iasion consider the concerns expressed
by Mr. Lucio C. Ruzzier. Sr. Mr. Ruzzier is President of Channel 13
Television. Inc. (Channel 13 Television). licensee of low power stations in
Hartford, Connecticut and Springfield. Kassachusetts. You enclosed a letter
from Mr. Ruzzier which is also part of a pleading previously filed in MM
Docket No. 87-268. That Commission proceeding is considering how to implement
an improved form of television transmission. advanced television or ATV. in
this country. Many believe that the United States can lead the world in the
development of ATV technology and the new generation of consumer equipment
that ATV will spawn.

In order to effectuate an orderly and affordable transition to ATV, the
Commission has decided that ATV will initially be transmitted on a second
television channel. This will leave conventional full service television
broadcasts undisturbed until the transition is complete. Spectrum studies thus
far indicate that it will be a challenge to provide the supplemental spectrum
needed to pair an ATV channel with existing conventional television channels.
While the extent to which the assignment of these new ATV channels may displace
low power and translator stations is not fully known. it is likely that there
will be displacement to some degree in major markets.

The ~ommission recognizes the valuable contribution many low power stations
such as those owned by Channel 13 Television make to their communities. On
the other hand. low power service was created as a secondary service. As
such, low power service may not interfere with full service stations and must
yield to new full service stations. The Commission has proposed in MM Docket
No. 87-268 to continue the service's secondary status vis-a-vis new ATV
stations. Thus, under this proposal, after an ATV transmission standard is
selected, new ATV channels are allotted and assigned, applications for these
new channels filed and granted. and new ATV stations constructed. low power and
translator stations that cause actual interference to these new ATV stations
would be required to yield. Thus. the Commission, at the outset of the massive
undertaking it plans for ATV implementation, has given low power stations
notice of the probability that at a future point in the transition to ATV,
displacement of low power stations may occur. The Commission has also
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proposed. however. to continue the Commi88ion's special policy for di8placed
low power 8tations. That policy perait8 a displaced low power station to file
an application for a vacant channel in the s.-e area without being subject to
co-peting application8. The Ca-mission i8 presently studying the co.-ents of
interested parties. including low power 8tations such as Channel 13 Television,
to the8e proposals. The Ca-ai8sion is a180 giving due consideration to
numerous suggestions for mitigating the effects of potential displacement on
low power and translator stations.

Bonorable Christopher J. Dodd 2.

Thank you for your interest in this important issue. Your letter will be made
part of the record in MM Docket No. 87-268. Please be assured that the
Commission will give careful consideration to the views articulated by
Mr. Ruzzier.

Sincerely,

I'~7: Stewart
Chief, Mass Media Bureau

GUarrison:wph:leg:prd:KKB
Typed:Ol/28/92
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January 6, 1992

Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim
Director, Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
Room 808
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Solheim:

CHRISTOPHER J. DODD
• CONNICncUT

I am writing on behalf of my constituent, Mr. Lucio C. Ruzzier,
Sr., President of Channel 13 Television, Inc. who bas requested'
my assistance regarding the proposed rulemaking concerning ATV.
Enclosed, for your review, is a copy of Mr. Ruzzier's December
16, 1991 letter.

As you will note, Mr. Ruzzier has expressed his deep concern over
the FCC's proposed rulemaking. He be.l.ieves such a rulemaking
will be detrimental not only t;;l·::leha·nrieT·1~'··b.ut also to the
communities in which it ser~. Because of the·.~desire of this
office to be responsive to 11 inquiries and coml11"anications, your
revie~ of Mr. Ruzzier's let er is requested. Any ~propriate
consideration that you may ~e able to render to Mr. \Ruzzier and
the employees of Channel 13 \would be greatly appreci~ted. Your
reply will be most welcome a~my Wethersfield Office}

-', I

Wi th kind regards, I am "~'''' ,/1

",,~/./; J'. A.
_ ........~.):~~. • {,J-1A/t

~~~PHER J. DODD
States Senator

CJD/smf

enclosure
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Channel13 Television I~c.
886 MAPLE AVENue· HARTFORD, CONN. 06114

1i1182
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~EL: (203) M7·1303
~: (203) 549-6834.

;

1! 1 283 5-19 6834 CHANNEL 1312/16/91 12: 48•

W1.,.TV
HMn'FOAD. CONN.

"'X·TV."NGFIE1.D. MASS.
RADIO 13

'ederal Co••unicationa Co••i ••lon
Wa.kinston. D. C.

II: ATV Propoaed lule.akins
Cbannel 13 relevi_lon, Inc.

VlSIP-TV Hartford, CT
W65BX-TV Sprincliel., HA

I, Lucio C. lu_.ier, Sr. a. the ~reaid.nt of Cbannel 13
teleYiaion, Inc. located in Hartford. Coftn.~tlcut. wbick ~.

tbe lice.a•• of two L?TV atationa, Channel 13, Wl3Br-rV i~
.artford, Connecticut and Cbannel 6S. W65BX-TV Sprlnslie14,
KA. '

Cbannel 13 baa been broadcaatins .1nc. JUDe 14, 1986, Cha'nel
6' ka. been on the air .ince June 13. 1991. fbia letter 1•
• ent witb co••enta concernins tbe Co••i ••lon'. propo.ed
ru1e.akinc coneern1nc ATV.

I belieye that the propo.ed lule.akina vlll be not only
obyiou.ly detri.ental to Channel 13 and 6S but alao to th~
•••b.r. of the eo••unitiea wbicb tbe Statio~a aerye. Ch. Del
13 va. recently included in the Co,yricbt Office'. liat 0
.pecialty atation. aince it pravid•• all forel,n lanlua,e .
proara••ina and provide. a .erYiee to tbe co ••unitT Dot .et
by the traditional broadcasters.

Durins tbe 5-1/2 yeara tbat Channel 13 ba. been on the air. t

Channel 13 i. clearly providin, a need to tbe co••unitT.
vhich ia otherwiae not beins .et. CbaDnel'a 13 and 65
tbrou,h affiliation with Tele.undo provi.e quality Spanish­
lanluase prosra••inc to Riapanie viewera. In addition to
.,twork proar•••1ns. Chann,l 13 alao pro.ue•• local i
proara••ins coyerins local events. produces a local co••u~ity
intereat prosra., produce. and participatea in a vid' vlr~,ty

of co••unity aerviee proJr••• lnelud1n, fund-raia1ns ,Yent~

for cbaritable clueea. Cbannel 13 ia w1,.ly reapeeted in ~he

area beeau•• of the .ervtees it provid•• and aecea.ibilit~ to
the co••unit7. .
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t~er. are li.it•••ources of ae.s aa4 ••t.rt.ia.eat a.li~ab1e

1a 8PIAis~ within the .tst1ons' coverl'. area ••ial pri••r117
ratio stations. I.l••UDdo aetwork ,roara••i.s wou14 Dot .be
••ai1abl. if we had to surrender cbannel. for At'.

I

If forced off the air b7 Ar" Channel 13 snd 65 would sUf;fer
enor.ous ecoao.1c 10..... The Statio•• which e.ploys 40
people, ••ay of .ho. are Itspaatc, would be forced to '0 :out
of b••1.e.a if the Co••i ••1on 1. uDable to .evelop .n Ar~

i.pl••e.t.tion pis. that ean aeco.aodat. the atstiona. ~he
ia••st••at •••• in LPtV by Chlnnela 13 sad 65 sn. lare., .
aultipl. LPTV own.r. and ••al1, a1ns1e station owaer. sh~uld
be cons1elered by tile rcc wben i.ple.eatine ATV. AlthouSh· a
s.coDdary .ervice, the Co••isaion abould recocnlae the
••luable public service provided by L?tV broadcaater. and
ahould att••pt to .in:l..iae the adverse i.pact of !TV on L~TV.

!
With the treaendous crowth of the Bi.,anic .arket, in .an~

cas.s LPTV'. were the on17 licens.s available to broadcaa~era

lookiac to aerve the ••jor Bispanic televia10n .arket. ini.
tbi. country. In fact, .any Spaniab-la.euase LPIY'a func~ion

a.d Chan.el 13 and 65 function identically to full power .
atationa offerin, covera,e of local e••nta and co••unity
affaira prolra.ains. In fact. at ti ••• Chl.nel 13 1. the:
ao1e broadcaater coverins eoae co••unit7 events.

Tbere i. no que.tion that the lars. Spaniah-.peakin'
population witbin Channel 13 and Cbannel 65'. service are~.
would auffer Ireatly by the loa. of tbe.e atations. If t~eae
atatio.a were take. off tbe air. it would reduce or eli.i~ate
Sp.ni.h-lan,uase televi.ion prorra••1nr available to tbe :
public Within our service areae.

We believe it would be unfair for the Co••1••1on to ,ro.o~.

the develop.ent and erowtb of co••unity-baa.d televiaion .
throush LPTV and then not .ake every effort to protect LP!V
atationa from di.place.ent ~y ATV operationa.
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la •••tttoa to providin. Ipaniab-lanrua.e proera••in"
Cba••el 13 and C~aDn.l 65 alao provide ,roara••1n, in
Italia., Greek, 'oli.b and Porta,ae... laterta1n••nt
pro,ra•• a. well a. coverace of local .nd co••unity ev.nt~

aad coaaaaity aff.ir. 'roar••••nd newa are provided in all
of theae 1anluasea. I
We believe Channel 13 and ObaDn.l 65 provide a real aervioe
to the co••unity which will otberwi.e not be aet.

Very truly your.,

LeR: ••

I


